
No. PR/19(6)/11-12           Dated: 04.08.2011 

The Editor, 

The Tribune, 

Chandigarh. 

 

Subject: Rejoinder to the editorial comment titled “PDS Rot" in your newspaper dated 27.07.2011. 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

This is with reference to the editorial comment “PDS Rot” which has some factually incorrect and 

misleading information. 

It says, “The FCI procures damaged grains under political pressure which become virtually 

inedible during unscientific storage but still find their way into the distribution system”. This is a totally a 

misplaced opinion because: 

 

(i) Grains are strictly procured as per quality specifications usually called FAQ (Fair Average 

Quality) declared by the Government of India (GoI) before the start of either „Rabi‟ (for wheat) or 

„Kharif‟ (for Paddy/Rice) Marketing Season. Grains with specifications inferior to that declared 

by GoI can also be procured, but only upto certain limit with suitable value cut in the prices to be 

paid. 

 

(ii) In certain cases, relaxations in FAQ specifications are granted by GoI to some states after 

considering the general crop condition in that state in order to safeguard the interest of the 

farmers. But in no case the quality is poor enough so that it is not fit for consumption. For more 

detailed information you may check our website www.fciweb.inc.in . Besides, FCI never 

procures poor quality grains under any political pressure. 

 

(iii) Procured grains are properly stored in covered godowns as well as well as open storage system 

(called CAP – Covered and Plinth, only in case of wheat storage). It may be noted that CAP 

system is also a scientific storage system and cost also very effective method for storing wheat 

contrary to the popular perception that wheat kept in CAP is rotting. 

 

(iv) Even if some quantity (usually lesser than 0.001%) gets damaged due unavoidable 

circumstances, they are segregated from sound stock. The damaged stock is liquidated 

separately with due safeguards/precautions so that it does not find its way in the market for 

human consumption, leave alone under public distribution system, 

 

(v) For distribution under PDS, FCI issues only sound grains of good quality which adheres to PFA 

norms. Stocks are issued by FCI only to the representatives/agencies of the concerned state 

government,that too, when they are satisfied with quality of the stock being issued. Besides, 

samples from the issued stock are jointly signed by officers of FCI and state Governments. It 

may be noted that FCI has no jurisdiction over the food grain stock, once it is issued and goes 

out of its storage premises, because FCI is neither responsible nor involved in further 

chain of distribution to consumers under PDS after the stock is handed over to state 

government representatives.  

 

http://www.fciweb.inc.in/


From the above facts you may very well appreciate that the comments in your editorial opinion 

are unwarranted. We therefore request you to publish our point of view suitably for the information of 

readers. Should you need any further information, please feel free to contact us. We also feel that the 

editorial team do not have complete information about issues relating to FCI‟s operations. It will be our 

pleasure to explain our point of view in a meeting with your editorial team 

 With best regards 

Yours sincerely; 

 

(Chandrasen Kumar) 

Assistant General Manager 

Faculty, Institute of Food Security, 

Food Corporation of India, 

Gurgaon, Haryana. 

Ph: +91-9868327848. 


